
BEFORE THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSIONER

UNDER

IN THE MATTER

the Resource Management Act 1991

of an application for air discharge consent by Airport Farm
Trustee Limited to operate a free range chicken farm at 58
Airport Drive, New Plymouth (5262-3. 0)

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE OF DONOVAN VAN KEKEM
ON BEHALF OF VARIOUS SUBMITTERS (THE MCDONALDS, THE

HIBELLS, THE BROWNS & POPPAS PEPPERS 2009 LTD)

14 February 2022
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DXNX10021
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and associated with the wall mounted fans are not necessarily consistent
with wind conditions measured at off-site weather stations.

1.27 Mr Bedford has made additional odour observations off-site in response
to the concerns I raised in my evidence and via the McDonalds in
communications with them. I note that on 8th Feb Council officers did
detect odour on the McDonald property at Mr McDonalds office (place of
work) which was described as 'mild'. Whilst the officers did not consider
this level of odour to be offensive, I consider that low level odour

experienced frequently can result in chronic effect (particularly for
sensitised neighbours). I also note that the McDonalds stated that it was
stronger earlier in the day, whilst this was not independently confirmed by
Council, if stronger odour is observable on occasions this could constitute
a acute effects.

1. 28 I also note that odour appears to still be observable beyond the site
boundary after some of the site improvements have been made.

.
29 I do however share Council's frustration that odour

complaints/observations made by neighbours are not being phoned
through to Council at the time of the incident so that Council can make off-
site observations during periods when neighbours consider off-site odour
is at its strongest.

1.30 In conclusion, I do not believe that there is sufficient evidence to be certain

that the proposed farm will not result in chronic odour effects beyond the
boundary of the site. I agree with the other experts and Council that off-
site odour concentrations will decrease as compared with historic
operations, due to the proposed farm upgrades and conversion to free
range, as such I consider that future acute off-site effects are unlikely.
However, I am uncertain as to whether or not the farm changes will
sufficiently reduce observable off-site odour to below the level of detection
or low enough that it would be acceptable in a rural environment.

1. 31 I note that Mr Bedford has made comment on some of my recommended
draft condition changes. I am happy to answer any questions that the
Commissioners may have on these matters.

Donovan Van Kekem

14 February 2022

SWG-253335-1-715-V1
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