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Appendix XE:  Ngāti Mutunga statutory acknowledgements 
1. Attachment to the Regional Policy Statement for Taranaki 

In accordance with Section 53 of the Ngāti Mutunga Claims Settlement Act 2006, information recording 

statutory acknowledgements is hereby attached to the Regional Policy Statement for Taranaki. The 

information includes relevant provisions of Subpart 3 of Part 2 of the Ngāti Mutunga Claims Settlement Act 

2006, in full, the description of the statutory area and the statement of association as recorded in the 

statutory acknowledgements. 

 

2. Statutory acknowledgements 

The statutory acknowledgements are: 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Part of Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Mimi Scenic Reserve 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Mataro Scenic Reserve 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Mt Messenger Conservation Area within the area of interest 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Taramoukou Conservation Area 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Onaero River Scenic Reserve 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Onaero Coast Marginal Strip 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Onaero River Marginal Strip 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Urenui River Marginal Strip 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Coastal Marine Area adjoining the area of interest 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Tangitu Conservation Area and Miro Scenic Reserve 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Onaero River 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Urenui River 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Waitara River within the area of interest 

 

 Statutory Acknowledgement for Mimi River within the area of interest 

 

The locations of the above areas are shown in Figure 6 below. 

 

2.1 Statutory acknowledgement for Part of Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Part of Mimi-Pukearuhe 

Coast Marginal Strip, the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Part of Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip as 

set out below. 
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Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Part of Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast 

Marginal Strip 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links 

between the world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection 

and continuity between generations and confirm the importance of the Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip 

to Ngāti Mutunga. 

This is an area of high historic importance to Ngāti Mutunga and contains some significant pā sites including 

Titoki, Ruataki, Pukekarito and Whakarewa. Regulation rūnanga (meetings) were held in this area at Wai-iti. 

Pukekarito in prior times was the home of Tarapounamu the ancestor of Ngai Tarapounamu. Later Taihuru 

occupied this pā. Taihuru was a great warrior. His fame reaching his mother’s people (Taranaki Tūturu) they 

sent a war party against him to nip his powers in the bud. He was attached at Pukekarito while he was 

making his paepae tuatara (toilet). Several messengers were dispatched to his house to alarm him but he 

coolly went on decking his hair with plumes and a whale bone comb. Having completed his paepae tuatara, 

he took up his taiaha and came forth. His appearance was greeted by his mother’s kin who by this time had 

almost secured the entrance of the pā, with a yell “Aha! Ka put ate mokomoko nei, te keakea a Tukemata”. 

(Aha! Now the lizard comes forth, the offspring of Tukemata). Taihuru replied by making an attack on the 

enemy, slaying two men at each blow of his taiaha, so that before long his kinsmen took flight. Taihuru fought 

in many other battles, and was in the end mortally wounded in a campaign against Taranaki Tūturu. 

The Papatiki Stream is located in the area. It is tapu to Ngāti Mutunga because of the way in which it was 

used by northern invaders after a battle in pre-Pakeha times. 

There remain important kaitaki links to the pātiki (flounder/sole) and tāmure (snapper) breeding grounds, as 

well as other fish sources. 

A very important feature of the area is the presence of high papa rock cliffs. A particular fishing method was 

employed by Ngāti Mutunga which used the ledges hewn out by nature at the bottom of these cliffs. Mako 

(shark), tāmure and araara (trevally) were caught from these ledges in abundance. 

Kōura (fresh water crayfish), kūtae (mussels), kina (sea eggs), pūua and other resources also contributed to a 

reliable and plentiful supply of seasonal fish from the area. Ngāti Mutunga developed a number of different 

ways of preserving these supplies for later consumption, using every part of the fish. This tradition has 

survived and continues to be used by Ngāti Mutunga as form of aroha koha (receptable contribution) at 

special hui. 

Where the cliffs incline to sea level there are a number of tauranga waka (canoe berths) formerly used for 

fishing canoes. These have special significance to Ngāti Mutunga in their identification with the area as 

physical symbols of an historical association with it. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(d) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Part of Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip as provided for 

in sections 50 to 52; and 

(e) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(f) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Part of Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip as 

provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(c) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(d) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Part 

of Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip (as described in the relevant statutory acknowledgement) 

than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if this statutory 

acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Part of Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip. 
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(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Part of Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Part of Mimi-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip. 

 

2.2 Statutory acknowledgement for Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Waitoetoe Beach Recreation 

Reserve, the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve as set out 

below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Waitoetoe Beach Recreation 

Reserve 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links 

between the world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection 

and continuity between generations and confirm the importance of the Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve 

to Ngāti Mutunga. 

The Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve is situated near Arapawanui which was the pā of the brothers 

Tukutahi and Rehetaia (Mutunga’s grandsons). Other important pā include Te Teketeke-o-Terehua (which is 

now an urupā), Omihi and Whakaahu. Ngāti Mutunga cultivated the area in former times. Waitoetoe was also 

a favourite fishing place and reef of Ngāti Mutunga. Tuatua, pipi, kūtae (mussels) and a number of fish 

species were caught off the coast here. 

The coastal area was also generally known as Wai-roa (long waters) or Wai-ki-roa, which was the name of the 

long stretch of coastline from Waitoetoe to Tikoki in the north. At low tide Ngāti Mutunga would walk along 

the beach from Waitoetoe to Wai-iti. 

Ngāti Mutunga have always maintained a considerable knowledge of the lands of Waitoetoe Beach 

Recreation Reserve and surrounding area, its history, the traditional trails of the tūpuna in the area, the 

places for gathering kai and other taonga, and the ways in which to use the resources of the Waitoetoe Beach 

Recreation Reserve. Proper and sustainable resource management has always been at the heart of the 

relationship of Ngāti Mutunga with the Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve as provided for in 

sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve as provided for 

in section 55. 
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Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve (as described in the relevant statutory acknowledgement) 

than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if this statutory 

acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve. 

 

2.3 Statutory acknowledgement for Mimi Scenic Reserve 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Mimi Scenic Reserve, the 

general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mimi Scenic Reserve as set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mimi Scenic Reserve 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Mimi Scenic Reserve. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between the world 

of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and continuity 

between generations and confirm the importance of the Mimi Scenic Reserve to Ngāti Mutunga. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Mimi Scenic Reserve as provided for in sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mimi Scenic Reserve as provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 
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(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Mimi Scenic Reserve (as described in the relevant statutory acknowledgement) than that person 

would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if this statutory acknowledgement did 

not exist in respect of Mimi Scenic Reserve. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Mimi Scenic Reserve. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Mimi Scenic Reserve. 

 

2.4  Statutory acknowledgement for Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Mimi Gorge Scientific 

Reserve, the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between 

the world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and 

continuity between generations and confirm the importance of the Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve to Ngāti 

Mutunga. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve as provided for in sections 50 

to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve as provided for in 

section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 
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Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve (as described in the relevant statutory acknowledgement) than that 

person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if this statutory 

acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Mimi Gorge Scientific Reserve. 

 

2.5 Statutory acknowledgement for Mataro Scenic Reserve 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Mataro Scenic Reserve, the 

general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mataro Scenic Reserve set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mataro Scenic Reserve 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Mataro Scenic Reserve. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between the 

world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and continuity 

between generations and confirm the importance of the Mataro Scenic Reserve to Ngāti Mutunga. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Mataro Scenic Reserve as provided for in sections 50 to 52; 

and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mataro Scenic Reserve as provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Mataro Scenic Reserve (as described in the relevant statutory acknowledgement) than that person 

would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if this statutory acknowledgement did 

not exist in respect of Mataro Scenic Reserve. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 
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Rights not affected 

Under section 60 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Mataro Scenic Reserve. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Mataro Scenic Reserve. 

 

2.6 Statutory acknowledgement for Mt Messenger Conservation Area within the area of interest 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Mt Messenger Conservation 

Area within the area of interest, the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mt Messenger Conservation Area within the area 

of interest set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mt Messenger Conservation 

Area within the area of interest 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Mt Messenger Conservation Area within the area of interest. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these 

represent the links between the world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal 

identify, connection and continuity between generations and confirm the importance of the Mt Messenger 

Conservation Area within the area of interest to Ngāti Mutunga. 

The Mt Messenger Conservation Area and its surrounding area of of great cultural significance to Ngāti 

Mutunga. Mt Messenger Conservation Area was a significant mahinga kai source from which the physical 

wellbeing of Ngāti Mutunga was sustained and the spiritual wellbeing nourished. 

The medicinal qualities of the plant life in the Mt Messenger Conservation Area were also important to Ngāti 

Mutunga. These cultural aspects of the Area constitute an essential part of the heritage of Ngāti Mutunga. 

Kaka, kiwi, kahurangi kererū, tuna inanga (whitebait) and the pāua slug were traditional resources found 

here. To ensnare some of the abundant bird life within the area known today as Mt Messenger Conservation 

Area, the people of Ngāti Mutunga would hollow out miro longs as drinking troughs for the birds such as 

kererū and wait in hiding for them. 

Papa clay types found here were used for dying muka. A range of temperate zone flora was also available to 

Ngāti Mutunga from this area including beech, rata, rimu, and a variety of ferns. A range of materials was 

also collected from the area for waka, building and clothing. 

Ngāti Mutunga have always maintained a considerable knowledge of the lands of the Mt Messenger 

Conservation Area and surrounding area, its history, the traditional trails of the tūpuna in the area, the places 

for gathering kai and other taonga, and the ways in which to use the resources of the Mt Messenger 

Conservation Area. Proper and sustainable resource management has always been at the heart of the 

relationship with Ngāti Mutunga with the Mt Messenger Conservation Area. The sustainable management of 

the resources of the Area remains important to Ngāti Mutunga today. 

The traditional values of mana, mauri, whakapapa and tapu are central to the relationship of Ngāti Mutunga 

with the Mt Messenger Conservation Area. One of the roles of Ngāti Mutunga as tangata whenua is to protect 

the mauri of the Mt Messenger Conservation Area. Whakapapa defines the genealogical relationship of Ngāti 

Mutunga to the Area. Tapu describes the sacred nature of the Area to Ngāti Mutunga. Mana, mauri, 

whakapapa and tapu are all important spiritual elements of the relationship of Ngāti Mutunga with the Mt 

Messenger Conservation Area. All of these values remain important to the people of Ngāti Mutunga. 

 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Mt Messenger Conservation Area within the area of interest 

as provided for in sections 50 to 52; and 
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(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mt Messenger Conservation Area within the area of 

interest as provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mt 

Messenger Conservation Area within the area of interest (as described in the relevant statutory 

acknowledgement) than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if 

this statutory acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Mt Messenger Conservation Area within 

the area of interest. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Mt Messenger Conservation Area within the area of interest. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Mt Messenger Conservation Area within the area of 

interest. 

 

2.7 Statutory acknowledgement for Taramoukou Conservation Area 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Onaero River Scenic Reserve, 

the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Taramoukou Conservation Area set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Taramoukou Conservation 

Area 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Taramoukou Conservation Area. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between 

the world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and 

continuity between generations and confirm the importance of the Taramoukou Conservation Area to Ngāti 

Mutunga. 

The Taramoukou Conservation and its surrounding area are of great cultural significance to Ngāti Mutunga. 

Taramoukou was a significant mahinga kai source from which the physical wellbeing of Ngāti Mutunga was 

sustained and their spiritual wellbeing nourished. Kiwi, kaka, kererū, miro and a range of other plants were 

gathered as food and for medicinal purposes. The Mangahewa, Makara and Taramoukou streams also 

supplied tuna (eels) and kōura (freshwater crayfish). A range of materials was also collected from the area for 

waka, building and clothing. 

Important Ngāti Mutunga pā sites in an nearby the area include Ruahine, Whakairongo, Takapuikaka and 

Tikorangi. These inland pā were used as places of refuge in times of war. They were also important seasonal 

food gathering pā. Many other temporary kāinga and campsites can be found throughout the conservation 

area. 
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Ngāti Mutunga have always maintained a considerable knowledge of the lands of the Taramoukou 

Conservation Area and surrounding area, its history, the traditional trails of the tūpuna in the area, the places 

for gathering kai and other taonga, and the ways in which to use the resources of the Taramoukou 

Conservation Area. Proper and sustainable resource management has always been at the heart of the 

relationship with Ngāti Mutunga with the Taramoukou Conservation Area. The sustainable management of 

the resources of the area remains important to Ngāti Mutunga today. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Taramoukou Conservation Area within the area of interest as 

provided for in sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Taramoukou Conservation Area within the area of 

interest as provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Taramoukou Conservation Area within the area of interest (as described in the relevant statutory 

acknowledgement) than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if 

this statutory acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Taramoukou Conservation Area. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Taramoukou Conservation Area. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Taramoukou Conservation Area. 

 

2.8 Statutory acknowledgement for Onaero River Scenic Reserve 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Onaero River Scenic Reserve, 

the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero River Scenic Reserve set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero River Scenic Reserve 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Onaero River Scenic Reserve. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between 

the world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and 

continuity between generations and confirm the importance of the Onaero River Scenic Reserve to Ngāti 

Mutunga. 
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Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Onaero River Scenic Reserve within the area of interest as 

provided for in sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero River Scenic Reserve within the area of 

interest as provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Onaero River Scenic Reserve within the area of interest (as described in the relevant statutory 

acknowledgement) than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if 

this statutory acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Onaero River Scenic Reserve. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Onaero River Scenic Reserve. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Onaero River Scenic Reserve. 

 

2.9 Statutory acknowledgement for Onaero Coast Marginal Strip 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Onaero Coast Marginal Strip, 

the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero Coast Marginal Strip set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero Coast Marginal Strip 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Onaero Coast Marginal Strip. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between the 

world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and continuity 

between generations and confirm the importance of the Onaero Coast Marginal Strip to Ngāti Mutunga. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Onaero Coast Marginal Strip within the area of interest as 

provided for in sections 50 to 52; and 
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(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero Coast Marginal Strip within the area of 

interest as provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Onaero Coast Marginal Strip within the area of interest (as described in the relevant statutory 

acknowledgement) than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if 

this statutory acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Onaero Coast Marginal Strip. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Onaero Coast Marginal Strip. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Onaero Coast Marginal Strip. 

2.10 Statutory acknowledgement for Onaero River Marginal Strip 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Onaero River Marginal Strip, 

the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero River Marginal Strip set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero River Marginal Strip 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Onaero River Marginal Strip. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between the 

world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and continuity 

between generations and confirm the importance of the Onaero River Marginal Strip to Ngāti Mutunga. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Onaero River Marginal Strip within the area of interest as 

provided for in sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero River Marginal Strip within the area of interest 

as provided for in section 55. 
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Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Onaero River Marginal Strip within the area of interest (as described in the relevant statutory 

acknowledgement) than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if 

this statutory acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Onaero River Marginal Strip. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Onaero River Marginal Strip. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Onaero River Marginal Strip. 

2.11 Statutory acknowledgement for Urenui River Marginal Strip 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Urenui River Marginal Strip, 

the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Urenui River Marginal Strip set out below. 

 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Urenui River Marginal Strip 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Urenui River Marginal Strip. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between the 

world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and continuity 

between generations and confirm the importance of the Urenui River Marginal Strip to Ngāti Mutunga. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Urenui River Marginal Strip within the area of interest as 

provided for in sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Urenui River Marginal Strip within the area of interest 

as provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 
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(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Urenui River Marginal Strip within the area of interest (as described in the relevant statutory 

acknowledgement) than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if 

this statutory acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Urenui River Marginal Strip. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Urenui River Marginal Strip. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Urenui River Marginal Strip. 

 

2.12 Statutory acknowledgement for Coastal Marine Area adjoining the area of interest 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Coastal Marine Area 

adjoining the area of interest, the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Coastal Marine Area adjoining the area of 

interest set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Coastal Marine Area adjoining 

the area of interest 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Coastal Marine Area. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between the world 

of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and continuity 

between generations and confirm the importance of the Coastal Marine Area to Ngāti Mutunga. 

A taniwha named Rangitotohu protects the Taranaki coastline. This taniwha is remembered in the 

whakatāuakī “Ka kopa, me kopa, kit e ana o Rangitotohu” (Gone, disappeared as if into the cave of 

Rangitotohu). Rangitotohu would snatch passers-by and draw them into his cave. If a person was to violate 

rahui (temporary restrictions) or be disrespectful when fishing or gathering kaimoana they would be snatched 

by Rangitotohu. 

The resources found along the coast of Nga Tai a Kupe (the tides of Kupe) have, since time immemorial, 

provided the people of Ngāti Mutunga with a constant supply of food resources. The pūpū (cats eye), pāpaka 

(crabs), pipi, tuatua and many other species of reef inhabitants. Hāpuku (groper), moki (trumpeter fish), 

kanae (mullet), mako (shark), pātiki (flounder) and tāmure (snapper) swim freely between the many reefs that 

can be found stretching out into the waters of Nga Tai a Kupe and along the Ngāti Mutunga coastline. 

Names such as Pakihi, Maruwehi, Onepoto, Waitoetoe, Waikiroa, Paparoa, Kukuriki, and Owei depict the 

whereabouts of either a fishing ground or fishing reef. 

A very important feature of the coastline is the presence of high perpendicular papa rock cliffs. These cliffs 

were broken by the Mimi, Urenui and Onaero rivers which forced their way out into the wide expanse of Nga 

Tai a Kupe. A unique fishing method was developed by Ngāti Mutunga using the ledges hewn out by nature at 

the bottom of these cliffs. Mako, tāmure, kahawai, and araara (trevally) were caught off these ledges in 

abundance. 

The cliffs on the shores also provided a plentiful supply of titi (mutton bird) and karoro (seagull). Kororā 

(penguin) were also harvested at certain times of the year. Ngāti Mutunga referred to Ngā Tai a Kupe as “te 

pātaka o te iwi” (the cupboard of food of the people). The coastline was Ngāti Mutunga’s livelihood in prior 

times. It provided Ngāti Mutunga with all the resources of life they required to survive. 

All along the shoreline from Titoki to Waiau food can be gathered depending on the tides, weather and time 

of the year. 



 

                                                                                       232                                    Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki 

Ngāti Mutunga has, and continues to exercise, its customary rights on the coastline from Titoki in the north to 

Waiau in the south. Ngāti Mutunga iwi and whānau have, and continue to exercise, food gathering according 

to the values and tikanga of Ngāti Mutunga. 

Where the cliffs incline to sea level there are a number of tauranga waka (canoe berths) formerly used for 

fishing canoes. These have special significance to Ngāti Mutunga in their identification with the area as 

physical symbols of an historical association with it. 

There are many sites of cultural, historical and spiritual significance to Ngāti Mutunga along the coastal area 

from Titoki to Waiau. Important kāinga are situated along this coastal area. These include Pihanga (originally 

the home of Uenuku), Maruwehi (the pē of Kahukura) and Te Kaweka (the birth place of Mutunga) which are 

situated on the cliffs near the mouth of the Urenui River, Oropapa, Te Mutu-o-Tauranga which is on the coast 

north of the Urenui River, Pukekohe, Arapawanui, Omihi, Hurita (near Mimi), Ruataki, Pukekaritoa and Titoki 

(Wai-iti). 

Ngāti Mutunga people were often cremated, rather than buried in urupā. Many of the points jutting out into 

the sea along the Ngāti Mutunga coastline are tapu as they were sites used for this ritual. 

Throughout the years Ngāti Mutunga has exercised custodianship over the Coastal Marine Area and has 

imposed rahui (temporary restrictions) when appropriate, restricting the taking of mussels, pipi, tuatua and 

other kaimoana. Proper and sustainable management of the Coastal Marine Area has always been at the 

heart of the relationship between Ngāti Mutunga and the Coastal Marine Area. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Coastal Marine Area adjoining the area of interest within the 

area of interest as provided for in sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Coastal Marine Area adjoining the area of interest 

within the area of interest as provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Coastal Marine Area adjoining the area of interest within the area of interest (as described in the 

relevant statutory acknowledgement) than that person would give under the relevant statute, 

regulation, or bylaw if this statutory acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Coastal Marine 

Area adjoining the area of interest. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Coastal Marine Area adjoining the area of interest. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Coastal Marine Area adjoining the area of interest. 
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2.13 Statutory acknowledgement for Tangitu Conservation Area and Miro Scenic Reserve 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Coastal Marine Area 

adjoining the area of interest, the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Tangitu Conservation Area and Miro Scenic 

Reserve set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Tangitu Conservation Area and 

Miro Scenic Reserve 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Tangitu Conservation Area and Miro Scenic Reserve. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these 

represent the links between the world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal 

identify, connection and continuity between generations and confirm the importance of the Tangitu 

Conservation Area and Miro Scenic Reserve to Ngāti Mutunga. 

Ngāti Mutunga have always maintained a considerable knowledge of the lands of the Tangitu Conservation 

Area, the Miro Scenic Reserve and the surrounding area, its history, the traditional trails of the tūpuna in the 

area, the places for gathering kai, and other taonga and ways in which to use the resources of the Tangitu 

Conservation Area and the Miro Scenic Reserve. Proper and sustainable resource management has always 

been at the heart of the relationship of Ngāti Mutunga with the Tangitu Conservation Area and the Miro 

Scenic Reserve. The sustainable management of the resources of the area remains important to Ngāti 

Mutunga today. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Tangitu Conservation Area and Miro Scenic Reserve within the 

area of interest as provided for in sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Tangitu Conservation Area and Miro Scenic Reserve 

within the area of interest as provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a)   this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b)   no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Tangitu Conservation Area and Miro Scenic Reserve within the area of interest (as described in the 

relevant statutory acknowledgement) than that person would give under the relevant statute, 

regulation, or bylaw if this statutory acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Tangitu 

Conservation Area and Miro Scenic Reserve. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Tangitu Conservation Area and Miro Scenic Reserve. 
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Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Tangitu Conservation Area and Miro Scenic Reserve. 

 

2.14 Statutory acknowledgement for Onaero River 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Onaero River, the general 

location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero River set out below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero River 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Onaero River. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between the world of the 

gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and continuity between 

generations and confirm the importance of the Onaero River to Ngāti Mutunga. 

The Onaero River was important to Ngāti Uenuku (also known as Ngāti Tupawhenua). Ruaoneone had 

Ruawahia and from Ruawahia came Uenuku, the ancestor of Ngāti Uenuku. Kaitangata also has a strong 

association with the Onaero River. 

Puketapu and Pukemiro pā are situated at the mouth of the river. Other pā along the banks of the Onaero 

River include Pukemapou, Moerangi, Te Ngaio, Tikorangi, Kaitangata and Ruahine which are all located 

upstream. Pukemapou was the home of Uenuku’s two grandsons Pouwhakarangona and Poutitia. 

Pourangahau was the name of their famous whata kai. 

Ngāti Mutunga utilised the entire length of the Onaero River for food gathering. The mouth of the river 

provided a plentiful supply of pipi, pūpū (cats eyes), pātiki (flounder), kahawai and other fish. Inanga 

(whitebait) were caught along the banks of the river. Tuna (eel) and piharau (lamprey eel) were caught in the 

upper reaches of the river. Piharau (lamprey eel) were caught using whakaparu which was a technique 

developed by placing rarauhe (bracken fern) in therapids of the river in times of flood. 

Ngāti Mutunga people have used the Onaero River to access sacred sites along its banks. The Onaero River 

and its banks have been occupied by the ancestors of Ngāti Mutunga since before the arrival of the 

Tokomaru and Tahatuna waka. The Onaero River was a spiritual force for the ancestors of Ngāti Mutunga and 

remains so today. 

The tūpuna had considerable knowledge of whakapapa, traditional trails and tauranga waka, places for 

gathering kai and other taonga, ways in which to use the resources of the Onaero River, the relationship of 

people with the river and their dependence on it, and tikanga for the proper and sustainable utilisation of 

resources. All of these values remain important to the people of Ngāti Mutunga today. 

All elements of the natural environment possess a life force and all forms of life are related. Mauri is a critical 

element of the spiritual relationship of Ngāti Mutunga whanui to the Onaero River. 

The Onaero River has always been an integral part of the social, spiritual and physical lifestyle of the Ngāti 

Mutunga people. There are specific areas of the Onaero River that Ngāti Mutunga people would bathe in 

when they were sick. The river was also used for baptising babies. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to 

the statutory acknowledgements in relation to Onaero River within the area of interest as provided 

for in sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to 

the trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c)        to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Onaero River within the area of interest as 

provided for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 
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(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into     account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Onaero River within the area of interest (as described in the relevant statutory acknowledgement) 

than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if this statutory 

acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Onaero River. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Onaero River. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Onaero River. 

 

2.15 Statutory acknowledgement for Urenui River 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Urenui River, the general 

location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Urenui River set out below. 

 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Urenui River 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Urenui River. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links between the world of the 

gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection and continuity between 

generations and confirm the importance of the Urenui River to Ngāti Mutunga. 

The name Urenui derives from Tu-Urenui the son of Manaia who commanded the Tahatuna waka. Upon 

landing Manaia named the river after his son Tu-Urenui as an acknowledgement of his mana in the area. 

Upon his arrival the descendants of Pohokura and Pukearuhe were residing in the area. The river was also 

known as Te Wai o Kura. Kura was the ancestor of the Ngāti Kura hapū who in prior times occupied this area. 

This name is depicted in the Ngāti Mutunga pepeha: 

Mai Te Wai o Mihirau (Mimi River) ki Te Wai o Kuranui (Urenui), koia tera ko te whakararunga 

taniwha 

The Urenui River has been a treasured taonga and resource of Ngāti Mutunga. Traditionally the Urenui River 

and, in times past, the associated wetland area have been a source of food as well as a communication 

waterway.  

The people of Ngāti Mutunga lived in many pā located along the banks of the Urenui River. The Urenui River 

was referred to as “he wai here Taniwha this figurative expression was used because of the large number of 

pā along the banks of the river. These pā included Pihanga, Pohokura, Maruehi, Urenui, Kumarakaiamo, 

Ohaoko, Pa-oneone, Moeariki, Horopapa, Te Kawa, Pa-wawa, Otumoana, Orongowhiro, Okoki, 

Pukewhakamaru and Tutu-manuka. The riverbanks thus became the respository of many koiwi tangata. 

Ngāti Mutunga utilized the entire length of the Urenui River for food gathering. The mouth of the river 

provided a plentiful supply of kutae (mussels), pipi, and pūpū (cats eye). Patiki (flounder) kahawai and other 

fish were caught throughout the year depending on the tide and the moon. Inanga (whitebait) were caught by 

the kete full. Tuna (eel) and piharau (lamprey eel) were caught in the upper reaches of the river. Piharau were 

caught using whakaparu, which was a technique developed by placing rarauhe (bracken fern) in the rapids of 

the river in times of flood. 

Ngāti Mutunga people have used the Urenui River to access sacred sites along its banks. The Urenui River 

and its banks have been occupied by the ancestors of Ngāti Mutunga since before the arrival of the 
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Tokomaru and Tahatuna. Such ancestors included the descendants of Tokatea. The Urenui River was a 

spiritual force for the ancestors of Ngāti Mutunga and remains so today. 

The tūpuna had considerable knowledge of whakapapa, traditional trails and tauranga waka, places for 

gathering kai and other taonga, ways in which to use the resources of the Urenui River, the relationship of the 

people with the river and their dependence on it, and tikanga for the proper and sustainable utilization of 

resources. All of these values remain important to Ngāti Mutunga today. 

All elements of the natural environment possess a life force and all forms of life are related. Maui is a critical 

element of the spiritual relationship of Ngāti Mutunga to the Urenui River. Ngāti Mutunga also used the 

Urenui River for baptizing babies. When members of Ngāti Mutunga were sick or had skin problems they were 

taken to the river to be healed. 

The Urenui River has always been an integral part of the social, spiritual and physical lifestyles of Ngāti 

Mutunga. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Urenui River within the area of interest as provided for in 

sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Urenui River within the area of interest as provided 

for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a)   this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b)   no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Urenui River within the area of interest (as described in the relevant statutory acknowledgement) 

than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if this statutory 

acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Urenui River. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Urenui River. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Urenui River. 

 

2.16 Statutory acknowledgement for Waitara River within the area of interest 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Waitara River within the area 

of interest, the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Waitara River within the area of interest set out 

below. 
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Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Waitara River within the area 

of interest 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Waitara River within the Area of interest. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links 

between the world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection 

and continuity between generations and confirm the importance of the Waitara River within the Area of 

interest to Ngāti Mutunga. 

The Waitara River takes its name from Te Whaitara-nui-ā-Wharematangi-i-te-kimi-i-tana-matua-i-ā-Ngarue. The 

Waitara River is important to Ngāti Mutunga as a boundary marker between Ngāti Mutunga and Ngāti Maru-

Wharanui. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Waitara River within the area of interest as provided for in 

sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(c)    to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Waitara River within the area of interest as provided 

for in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a)  this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b)  no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a   statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Waitara River within the area of interest (as described in the relevant statutory acknowledgement) 

than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if this statutory 

acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Waitara River within the area of interest. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 

Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Waitara River within the area of interest. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Waitara River within the area of interest. 

 

2.17 Statutory acknowledgement for Mimi River within the area of interest 

Statutory area 

The area to which this statutory acknowledgement applies is the area known as Mimi River within the area of 

interest, the general location of which is indicated on Figure 6. 

Preamble 

Under section 48, the Crown acknowledges the statement by Ngāti Mutunga of the cultural, spiritual, 

historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mimi River within the area of interest set out 

below. 

Cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mimi River within the area of 

interest 

The traditions of Ngāti Mutunga illustrate the cultural, historical and spiritual association of Ngāti Mutunga to 

the Mimi River within the Area of interest. For Ngāti Mutunga, traditions such as these represent the links 
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between the world of the gods and present generations. These histories reinforce tribal identify, connection 

and continuity between generations and confirm the importance of the Mimi River within the area of interest 

to Ngāti Mutunga. 

The tūpuna had considerable knowledge of whakapapa, traditional trails and tauranga waka, places for 

gathering kai and other taonga, ways in which to use the resources of the Mimi River, the relationship of 

people with the river and their dependence on it, and tikanga for the proper and sustainable utilisation of 

resources. All of these values remain important to the people of Ngāti Mutunga today. 

The full name of the Mimi River is Mimitangiatua. The river was also known as Te Wai o Mihirau. Mihirau was 

an ancestress of the Te Kekerewai hapū and was a prominent women of her time. The name Te Wai o 

Mihirau is referred to in the Ngāti Mutunga pepeha: 

Mai Te Wai o Mihirau (Mimi River) ki Te Wai o Kuranui (Urenui), koia tera ko te whakararunganui 

taniwha 

There are a number of pā and kāinga located along the banks of the Mimi River. These include Mimi-

Papahutiwai, Omihi, Arapawanui, Oropapa, Pukekohe, Toki-kinikini and Tupari. There were also a number of 

taupā (cultivations along the banks of the river. 

Arapawanui was the pāof Mutunga’s famous grandsons Tukutahi and Rehetaia. They were both celebrated 

warriors, especially Rehetaia who took the stronghold of Kohangamouku belonging to Ngāti Mutunga’s 

southern neighbours Ngati Rahiri. 

The Mimi River and associated huhi (swampy valleys), ngahere (large swamps) and repo (muddy swamps) 

were used by Ngāti Mutunga to preserve taonga. The practice of keeping wooden taonga in swamps was a 

general practice of the Ngāti Mutunga people. 

The Mimi River has nourished the people of Ngāti Mutunga for centuries. Pipi, Pūpū (cats eye), tio (oyster) 

and pātiki (flounder) were found in abundance at the mouth of the river. Inanga (whitebait) were caught all 

along the banks of the river. 

The Mimi River has always been an integral part of the social, spiritual and physical lifestyle of the Ngāti 

Mutunga people. Ngāti Mutunga also used the Mimi River for baptizing babies. When members of Ngāti 

Mutunga were sick or had skin problems they were taken to the river to be healed. 

All elements of the natural environment possess a life force and all forms of life are related. Mauri is a critical 

element of the spiritual relationship of Ngāti Mutunga whanau to the Mimi River. 

To the people of Ngati Mutunga, all the rivers and their respective valleys are of the utmost importance 

because of their physical, spiritual and social significance in the past, present and future. 

Purposes of statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 49, the only purposes of this statutory acknowledgement are— 

(a) to require consent authorities, the Environment Court, or the Historic Places Trust to have regard to the 

statutory acknowledgements in relation to Mimi River within the area of interest as provided for in 

sections 50 to 52; and 

(b) to require relevant consent authorities to forward summaries of resource consent applications to the 

trustees, as provided for in section 54; and 

(b) to enable the trustees and a member of Ngāti Mutunga to cite the statutory acknowledgement as 

evidence of the association of Ngāti Mutunga with Mimi River within the area of interest as provided for 

in section 55. 

Exercise of powers and performance of functions and duties not affected 

Under section 59 –  

(1) Except as expressly provided in this subpart,-- 

(a) this statutory acknowledgement does not affect, and is not to be taken into account by, a person 

exercising a power or performing a function or duty under a statute, regulation, or bylaw: 

(b) no person, in considering a matter or making a decision or recommendation under a statute, 

regulation, or bylaw may give greater or lesser weight to the association of Ngāti Mutunga with 

Mimi River within the area of interest (as described in the relevant statutory acknowledgement) 

than that person would give under the relevant statute, regulation, or bylaw if this statutory 

acknowledgement did not exist in respect of Mimi River within the area of interest. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not affect the operation of subsection (1)(a). 
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Rights not affected 

Under section 60and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not affect the lawful rights or interests of a person who is not a party to the deed of settlement. 

Limitation of rights 

Under section 61 and except as expressly provided in subpart 3 of Part 2 this statutory acknowledgement 

does not have the effect of granting, creating, or providing evidence of an estate or interest in, or rights 

relating to Mimi River within the area of interest. 

Crown not precluded from granting other statutory acknowledgement 

Under section 58 the Crown is not precluded from providing a statutory acknowledgement to persons other 

than Ngāti Mutunga or the trustees with respect to Mimi River within the area of interest
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Figure 6 Location of statutory acknowledgements for Ngāti Mutunga 


